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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: EEC, FTRD, SCUL 

SUBJECT:CUSTOMS UNION STANDARD UNDER FLORENCE AGREEMENT 
REE: (A) BRUSSELS 7696; (B) DEPTEL 189040 

1. APPRECIATE INEORMATION PROVIDED BRUSSELS 7696 AND COPIES 
OF REGULATIONS SENT BY POUCH. WE CONFIRM THAT CORRECT 
REEERENCE IN DEPTEL 189040 IS TO EC BRUSSELS 6743. 

2. WE HAVE EXAMINED REFERENCES AVAILABLE IN MONITEUR BELGE 
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BELGIUM PARLIAMENT CONSIDERED FLORENCE AGREEMENT IN 
1954-55 AND ADOPTED ON JUNE 23, 1955, PROPOSED BILL APPROV- 
ING AGREEMENT (ANNEXED THERETO); 

ON JULY 25, 1958 BILL WAS SIGNED BY KING AND CABINET AND 
ORDERED TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE MONITEUR BELGE, BUT PUBLICA- 
TION OP LAW AND ANNEXED AGREEMENT IN THE MONITEUR BELGE 
WAS HELD UP UNTIL JANUARY 15, 1958 (SEE POR FOREGOING PAGE 
273 MONITEUR BELGE OP JANUARY 15, 1958). ACCORDINGLY, 

AGREEMENT DID NOT ENTER INTO PULL FORCE AND EPPECT IN 
BELGIUM UNTIL JANUARY 15, 1958. THIS WOULD PIT IN WITH THE 
PACT THAT ALTHOUGH BELGIUM SIGNED THE AGREEMENT NOVEMBER 22, 

1950, IT DID NOT DEPOSIT ITS INSTRUMENT OP RATIPICATION 
UNTIL OCTOBER 31, 1957 AND UNDER ARTICLE XII(2) BELGIUM 
HAD THREE MONTHS THEREAPTER TO TAKE MEASURES TO PUT 
AGREEMENT INTO EPFECT DOMESTICALLY. PURTHER, IT WAS NOT 
UNTIL MINISTERIAL DECREE OF FEBRUARY 17, I960, SET FORTH 
IN MONITEUR BELGE OF FEBRUARY 18, I960, PAGES I024-I04I 
THAT STANDARD WAS ADOPTED OP TERRITORY OF BENELUX POR 
APPLICATION OP DUTY FREE ENTRY OP SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS 
AND APPARATUS (PAGE 1033) EPPECTIVE MARCH I, I960 (PAGE 
1041). 

3. WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS ON ABOVE ANALYSIS. IN 
THIS CONNECTION WE NOTE THAT MAY 21, 1952, IS DATE OF 
ENTRY INTO PORCE OP PLORENCE AGREEMENT NOT POR BELGIUM 
BUT POR 10 COUNTRIES WHICH HAD THERETOPORE DEPOSITED 
INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION. INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION 
WERE DEPOSITED INDIVIDUALLY BY BELGIUM, NETHERLANDS, AND 
LUXEMBOURG OCTOBER 31, 1957. 

4. WE REMAIN INTERESTED IN ANY MATERIAL IN EMBASSY PILES 
ALONG LINES REQUESTED PARA 4 DEPTEL 189040 OR ADVICE THAT 
NONE EXISTS. IP ANY RELEVANT FILES HAVE BEEN RETIRED TO 

US, PLEASE IDENTIPY BY LOT NO. AND POLDER CAPTION. KISSINGER 
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